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The top 6 LLMs (ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, Grok, Perplexity, DeepSeek) now drive
76B sessions a month worldwide, and YoY growth has hit 37% worldwide and 45%
in the US.

Claude has the largest relative growth, with +1901% worldwide and +862% in the
US. However, ChatGPT still has an 81.2% share worldwide and 80.7% in the US.

ChatGPT recently announced 1.2B weekly active users.

Despite the growth of Claude, ChatGPT has regained market share worldwide since
June 20286, increasing it by +0.8 percentage points from June to September.

Al hit a surprising and little-reported plateau between July and December 2025
worldwide, growing only 2.3%, while the US grew 10% over the same window.

Growth has since rebounded, with a 19% increase since January 2026 worldwide
and 20% in the US.

86% of Al usage worldwide happens in-app, 74% in the US. Adding mobile web
takes it to 89% worldwide and 78% in the US.

Referral traffic from Al continues to climb, with 92% YoY growth worldwide. ChatGPT
owns 60% of referral traffic, followed by Gemini at 14%, and Claude at 10%.

Google Search continues to grow and converge with Al, with 64% of Google
Searches showing Al Overviews.

This is an updated version of our previous study, "Al Is Much Bigger Than You Think"

published in March 2026. \We share new data and compare it against our previous
study.


https://graphite.io/research/ai-is-much-bigger-than-you-think
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Our
Besearchers

Graphite's team of academic researchers conducts novel
research in Al and marketing. Their research has been
featured in Nature, ACM, |IEEE, New York Times, Financial
Times, and Axios. Their team of over 140 people across 15
countries identifies the 5% of strategies that drive impactin
AEO, SEO & paid media.

Ethan Smith

CEO

Ethan Smith is CEO of Graphite.io, a research-driven growth
agency that works with companies like Webflow, Adobe,
and Upwork. He is an adjunct professor at IE Business
School and teaches SEO and AEO at Reforge. His research
has been published in ACM, Axios, Financial Times, and The
Atlantic. Prior to founding Graphite, Ethan was a growth
advisor to Masterclass, Robinhood, and Honey. Ethan was a
research assistant focused on human-computer interaction
and psychology at UC Santa Barbara and University College
London.

LINKEDIN -

José Luis Paredes, PhD
SENIOR DATA SCIENTIST

José L. Paredes is a Senior Data Scientist at Graphite
specializing in machine learning, robust signal processing,
and time-series analysis. He holds a Ph.D. and a Master’s in
Electrical Engineering from the University of Delaware,
where he also completed postdoctoral studies, and was a
professor at the University of Los Andes for over two
decades. He has authored more than 50 research papers
and five book chapters and holds six U.S. patents. An IEEE
Senior Member, he received the 2006 ISA Transactions Best
Paper Award and led several funded research projects. He
served as Head of Data Science at GoToDigital.

LINKEDIN ->


https://www.linkedin.com/in/ethanls/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/joseluisparedes/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/29/business/dealbook/pangram-ai-slop-detection.html
https://on.ft.com/48R4d1F
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/2025/10/ai-slop-winning/684630/
https://www.axios.com/2026/05/15/human-vs-ai-written-articles
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/ai-slop-is-taking-over-the-internet-and-its-here-to-stay-ec16798b
https://www.inc.com/chloe-aiello/ai-generated-writing-was-taking-over-the-internet-but-then-something-unexpected-happened/91345705
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2026/05/25/the-prehistory-of-ai-slop
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-03504-8
https://mashable.com/article/ai-slop-tiktok-fyp-trending-social-media-why
https://www.fastcompany.com/91448524/ai-writing-half-new-online-articles
https://reutersinstitute.politics.ox.ac.uk/news/how-ai-generated-prose-diverges-human-writing-and-why-it-matters
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/new-study-uses-copyleaks-to-find-ai-writing-now-matches-human-output-at-50-of-articles-1036176376
https://www.theverge.com/news/799003/maybe-we-arent-all-about-to-drown-in-ai-slop-just-yet
https://www.vice.com/en/article/more-than-half-new-articles-ai-written/
https://es.wired.com/articulos/codigo-futuro-chats-eroticos-mentiras-y-hojas-de-calculo
https://futurism.com/artificial-intelligence/over-50-percent-internet-ai-slop
https://www.zdnet.com/article/youre-reading-more-ai-generated-content-than-you-think/
https://boingboing.net/2025/10/15/study-finds-most-new-articles-generated-by-ai.html
https://www.techradar.com/ai-platforms-assistants/the-internet-is-now-mostly-written-by-machines-study-finds
https://fortune.com/2025/10/23/watchbait-ai-video-chaos-weirdness-coming-slop-sora/
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Graphite is a premier research driven growth
agency working with companies like n8n,
MasterClass, Adobe, Webflow, and Notion.
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Key Findings




KEY FINDINGS

Al Usage Reached
76B Sessions A Month
Worldwide, Growing
37% YoY

! Total LLM sessions (web + app), worldwide and US, Sep 2025
vs. Sep 2026. US: 6.6B sessions, up 45% YoY. Source:

Similarweb.
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KEY FINDINGS

Claude Grew Fastest
Worldwide (+1,901%
YoY), Followed By
Gemini (+182%) And
Grok (+123%)

! AL sessions YoY growth by product (web + app). ChatGPT

contributed 58.9% of total worldwide growth, Claude 26%,

Gemini 12%. Source: Similarweb.
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KEY FINDINGS

ChatGPT Holds 81.2% Of
Al Sessions Worldwide And
Has Regained Its Share

LLM market share, worldwide. ChatGPT lost 1.0pp share per
month Jan-Jun 2026, then recovered 0.27pp per month in Jul-
Sep. Source: Similarweb.

LLM Market Share (Worldwide) ’
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KEY FINDINGS

ChatGPT's US Share
Is 80.7%

! AI sessions by product, US (web + app). Source: Similarweb.

LLM Market Share (US) .
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KEY FINDINGS

89% Of Al Sessions
Worldwide Happen On A
Mobile Device 3.2%

WEB - MOBILE

Sessions Distribution across Devices (July — September 2026) Worldwide =«

10.5%

WEB - DESKTOP

29.4%
105 APP

56.9%
ANDROID APP

! Source: Total Sessions by Device for the Top 6 LLMs (ChatGPT
Gemini, Claude, Grok, DeepSeek, Perplexity) Worldwide for Q3
2026. Similarweb
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KEY FINDINGS

78% Of US Al Sessions
Happen On Mobile,
Desktop Web Is 22%

! Source: Total Sessions by Device for the Top 6 LLMs (ChatGPT
Gemini, Claude, Grok, DeepSeek, Perplexity) Worldwide for Q3
2026. Similarweb

Sessions Distribution Across Devices (July — September 2026) US

4.3%

'WEB - MOBILE

18.4%
ANDROID APP

22.1%
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+

55.2%

10S APP
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KEY FINDINGS

Mobile Apps Account For
74% Of Al Sessions In
The US

! AL sessions by device, US, Jul-Sep 2026. Worldwide, mobile

apps account for B6%. Source: Similarweb.

Monthly Al Sessions by Surface (US) « -0~ Web - Desktop
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The Al Adoption
Curve




THE AI ADOPTION CURVE

ChatGPT Reached 100M
Users In 2 Months, Faster
Than Instagram, Facebook ; 6 yoars

This makes ChatGPT the fastest Growing Consumer App In 5
History. Threads reportedly grew to 100M users in 5 days.
However, Threads is an app that was built on Instagram i) TR
rather than being a net new product.
2.4 years
2
1
2 months
! Time to reach 180M users. Sources: The Guardian (ChatGPT),
CNET (Instagram), Dave Morin (Facebook), SEC filing (Google, 0 _

timated) .
A © ChatGPT @ Instagram @ Facebook © Google

Time To Reach 100M Users ¢

YEARS

IS

w
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THE AI ADOPTION CURVE

Monthly LLM Sessions
Grew 13x Between January
2024 And June 2025

Al Sessions 2024 - 2025 (Web and App, Worldwide) «
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! AL sessions 2024-2025 (web + app), worldwide. Source: 0B
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THE AI ADOPTION CURVE

The 2025 Al Plateau

After unprecedented growth, worldwide Al Sessions
grew only 2.3% between July And December 2025

AL sessions (web + app),
Similarweb.

worldwide,

03-04 2025.

Source:

Q3-Q4 2025 Al Sessions (Web+App, Worldwide)
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THE AI ADOPTION CURVE

The 2026 Al Resurgence

Monthly Al Sessions Have Grown 28% Since
December 2025, From 59B To 76B

Total of web and app sessions for the top 6 LLMs (ChatGPT,
Grok, Perplexity, DeepSeek),

Gemini, Claude,
2025 - Sep 2026.

Source:

Similarweb.

worldwide,

Jul
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The Messy &
Unpredictable
Growth of Al




GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

ChatGPT Maintains 81.2%
Of The Market Share
Worldwide, No Competitor
Has Reached Even A 10%

! Total sessions by product of top LLMs (ChatGPT, Claude,
Gemini, DeepSeek & Grok). Source: Similarweb.

LLM Market Share Worldwide (Excluding ChatGPT Line) « — Perplexity
— Grok
— DeepSeek
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Al Grew Exponentially
From July 2023 To lune
2025, Plateaued From July
To December 2025, And
Has Grown Steadily Since
January 2026

! AI sessions by product (web + app), worldwide. Source:
Similarweb.

Al Sessions by Product (Worldwide) — Perplexity
— Grok
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Claude Has Seen
Explosive Growth Starting
In February 2026

LLM market share, worldwide, excluding ChatGPT. Source:
Similarweb.

LLM Market Share by Product Worldwide
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

No Competitor Has
Reached 10% Share.
ChatGPT Holds 81.4%
Worldwide

! Source: Total of Web and Mobile App Sessions by Product for
the Top 6 LLMs (ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, Grok, DeepSeek,
Perplexity) Worldwide for Q3 2826. Similarweb

Share of Al Sessions by Product (Q3 - 2026) Worldwide

81.4%
CHATGPT

4

6.8%
CLAUDE

5.8%
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4.0%
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1.9%
GROK

0.9%
PERPLEXITY
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

For The US, ChatGPT
Holds 80.6% Of
Al Sessions

Share of Al Sessions by Product (Q3 - 2026) US .

8.7%

CLAUDE

80.6%

CHATGPT

5.8%
GEMIN

2.5%
GROK

1.3%

PERPLEXITY

11%

DEEPSEEK

! Source: Total of Web and Mobile App Sessions by Product for
the Top 6 LLMs (ChatGPT, Gemini, Claude, Grok, DeepSeek,
Perplexity) US for Q3 2026. Similarweb
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

ChatGPT Plateaued For
The Rest Of 2025, Then
Grew 20% To An All-Time
High Of 61.35B In
September 2026

ChatGPT sessions (web + app), worldwide, with release
milestones. Sessions slipped 3.4% between July and December
2025, from 538 to 51B. Source: Similarweb.

ChatGPT Sessions (Worldwide) «

NUMBER OF SESSIONS

80B
4o image generation. Native
image generation launched in
ChatGPT GPT-5.4. Professional workflows,
better coding reasoning and tool
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Claude Sessions Grew
296% Worldwide, From
459M To 1.82B

! Claude sessions (web + app), worldwide. Growth measured
January to March 2026. Source: Similarweb.

Claude Sessions (Worldwide)
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Claude 4.6 Pushed
Worldwide Sessions Past
1B (1.82B) In March 2026

Claude sessions, worldwide, with release milestones.
Worldwide Daily Active Users (DAUS) grew 443% and app
installs 1495% from January to March 2026. Source:
Similarweb.

Claude Sessions (Worldwide) « «
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Claude 4.6 (Opus &
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Launch. Sustained Summer Growth
(82M+ By Aug-2024)

Claude 4.0 Era (Opus 4 & Sonnet

Claude 3 Family Launch. First 4). Resume Upward Trajectory

Large Traffic Surge (36 M+)

—
e

Jan 2024 Jul 2024 Jan 2025 Jul 2025

Release Opus 4.7 on Apr
16 and, Opus 4.8 on May

28

Jan 2026

Claude Fable 5, a
new top tier for
general use and
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M-token context
option.
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Gemini Sessions Grew
45% Worldwide From
January To May 2026

Gemini sessions, worldwide. Since May 2026, worldwide

sessions have slipped 2.8% over 4 months.

Source:

Similarweb.

Gemini Sessions (Worldwide)
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Google Al Mode vs Google Gemini (US) « — Google Gemini
Google Al Mode Received =Cosag
36% More US Web Visits

Than Gemini

6M LINS
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200M

166M

JLIHdY49

! Google AI Mode vs. Google Gemini web visits, US. Aug 2026: AT o
Mode 491M, Gemini 366M. Source: Similarweb. Jul 2025 Oct 2025 Jan 2026 Apr 2026 Jul 2026



GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Google Al Mode Received
491M Web Visits In The US
In August 2026

| Google AI Mode web visits, US. Source: Similarweb.

Google Al Mode Visits (US)
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

DeepSeek Sessions Grew
15,346% Worldwide,
Peaking At 35M DAUs In
Launch Week

DeepSeek sessions, worldwide. Growth measured Dec 2024 to Feb
2025. Source: Similarweb.

DeepSeek Sessions (Worldwide)

TOTAL SESSIONS

Rebound & Record Outage 3.25B,
rising to a 3.54B peak in May

e

US Ban & Geopolitical Scrutiny.
Traffic Softening Geopolitical
Plateau

DeepSeek-V3 Open Release. Step
Change to 11.7M Open-Weight MoE

4B
3B
DeepSeek-R1 Viral Launch. Viral
Explosion (689M+) Reasoning
Breakthrough
2B
1B
DeepSeek-V2 Launch. Crosses
1M Efficiency MoE Launch
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s el Grok Sessions (Worldwide) «
Grok Sessions Grew 701%
Worldwide From February
To May 2025

TOTAL SESSIONS

2B

/N

All-Time Peak. Traffic
peaked at 1.82B

1.58 \’/\

Grok 4 Release. Next-gen
flagship model release

1B Grok 3 Launch & Free Access.
Scaling with Colossus
supercomputer powers surge to
59M sessions — 631M peak by
April

Standalone Grok Web Launch.
Initial rollout of standalone

0.58 Grok web sessions separated from
X, hitting 45K “/

Pullback: -25% from the April
peak; held near 460M in June

Grok sessions, worldwide. DAUs grew 4,865% and app installs 6B e
3,570% over the same period. Source: Similarweb. Jul 2024 Jan 2025 Jul 2025 Jan 2026 Jul 2026
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Perplexity Sessions Have
Fallen 38% Worldwide
Since October 2025

Perplexity sessions, worldwide, through September 2026.
Source: Similarweb.

Perplexity Sessions (Worldwide) «
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Traffic Peak 11B

N P <
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v \
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0.58 %
Shopping Hub & Finance. Growth /
accelerates (243M+ by Nov) s
Deep Research Launch.
Jumps over 422M+ by March
0B E
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

64% Of Google Searches
Show Al Overviews

Google Searches With Al Overviews (US) «
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! Google searches with AI Overviews, US. Source: Similarweb. Sep 2025 Nov 2025 Jan 2026 Mar 2026 May 2026 Jul 2026
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT

Every Major LLM, But
Perplexity, Grew In
Sessions From Sep 2025
To Sep 2026

AT sessions by product (web + app), worldwide. Source:
Similarweb.
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GROWTH BY AI PRODUCT Al Sessions by pFOdUCt (US) ° -o- Perplexity

Growth Happened Both i

Worldwide And US = Gemi
-o- Claude
-0~ ChatGPT

oM iy 2y ALL

NUMBER OF SESSIONS
8B

6B

4B

2B

AT sessions by product (web + app), US. Every major LLM but
Perplexity grew in total sessions comparing Sep 2025 and Sep 0B
2026, including ChatGPT (+24%). Source: Similarweb. Jan 2024 Jul 2024 Jan 2025 Jul 2025 Jan 2026 Jul 2026
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Referral Traffic




REFERRAL TRAFFIC

Al Referral Traffic By
Product, US

Referral traffic per top LLMs (ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini,

Perplexity,

DeepSeek,

6rok), US.

Source:

Similarweb.
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REFERRAL TRAFFIC

Referral Traffic by Product (Worldwide) « — Other
Referral Traffic From Al = oo
— Perplexity

Grew 92% YoY Worldwide i

— DeepSeek

— Gemini

— Claude

— ChatGPT
6M 1Y ALL

MONTHLY REFERRAL VISITS

1500M

1000M

508M

Monthly referral visits by product, worldwide (ChatGPT, %{

Claude, Gemini, Perplexity, DeepSeek, Copilot, Grok and oM
others). Source: Similarweb. Jul 2024 Jan 2025 Jul 2025 Jan 2026 Jul 2026
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REFERRAL TRAFFIC

Referral Traffic From Al
Grew 92% YoY Worldwide
And 75% YoY In The US

! Referral traffic from AI, worldwide vs. US, July 2025 vs.
July 2026. Source: Similarweb.

Monthly Referral Visits (Worldwide vs US) ===

— Worldwide
WORLDWIDE us
3B 600M

Worldwide YoY: 92%

2B 400M
US YoY: 75%

1B 200M

OB oM
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REFERRAL TRAFFIC

Referral Traffic by Product (Worldwide) . L

ChatGPT Owns 60% Of Al 20
Referral Traffic, Followed B
By Gemini (14%) And B

Claude (10%) o

== ChatGPT
D €

SHARE OF REFERRAL TRAFFIC
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80%
60%
40%

20%

dLIHdY749

Share of referral traffic by LLM, worldwide. Source: 0%
Similarmeb. Jul 2024 Jan 2025 Jul 20825 Jan 2026 Jul 2026



REFERRAL TRAFFIC

Al Referral Traffic By
Product, US

! Monthly referral visits by product, US. Source: Similarweb.

Referral Traffic by Product (US) & Other
Copilot
Perplexity
Grok
DeepSeek
Gemini
Claude
ChatGPT
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REFERRAL TRAFFIC

GenAl Referral Traffic
Share, US

| Source: GenAI Referral Traffic Share (US). Similarweb

GenAl Referral Traffic Share (US) .

G e
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REFERRAL TRAFFIC

Top 10 Sites Getting The
Most Referral Traffic From
Gen Al (May - July 2026)
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REFERRAL TRAFFIC

Top 10 Sites Getting The
Most Referral Traffic From
Gen Al (May - July 2026)

! source: Top 10 Domains by AI Referral Traffic in the US for
ChatGPT, Claude and Gemini. May - July 2026 Similarweb

Top Sites By Al Referral Traffic (May - July 2026. US)
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The Al Attribution Gap




THE AL ATTRIBUTION GAP

Al Accounts For Less Than
1% Of Traffic On Average To
Websites

! channel traffic: Total, Organic, Paid and GenAI. Source:
Similarweb.

Relative Traffic Volume by Channel (US, Q2 2026) .
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Growth By Region




GROWTH BY REGION

The US Represents 8.8%
Of Worldwide Al Traffic

! Total web and app sessions, US vs. Test of the world, Sep
2026. Source

: Similarweb.

US Market Share (Sep 2026)
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